
Sherbrooke Archdiocese, Thursday, June 30, 2022 

 

To pastors, pastoral staff and parishioners of parishes Blessed Marie Léonie 

Paradis, Saint Marguerite Bourgeoys, Saint Paul, Saint Catherine and Saint 

Elizabeth. 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

Last autumn, I wrote a pastoral letter announcing the creation of ten new pastoral 
sectors and the modification of diocesan pastoral structures. The goal announced 
was and remains to maintain a presence of the Church throughout our vast 
territory and to promote the creation of Sector Pastoral Teams. These sectors rely 
on the diversity of ministries and solidarity in a time of shortage of pastoral 
personal and dwindling financial resources. This is a bold decision founded on 
Christian’s hope which convinces us that the Lord gives to his Church what it 
needs in order to pursue its mission at all times. 

The beginning of the implementation of the Bellevue Sector, which you will form 
together, has been planned for the winter of 2023. It will first be a work of 
discernment in which you will be accompanied by our parish support team. The 
recent departure and precipitate from certain confreres who worked in the parish 
remind us that the generosity of pastoral workers sometimes come up against the 
fragility of their health. These sad unforeseen events will not change the schedule 
set for the support that the services diocesan will offer for the establishment of 
your pastoral sector. On the contrary, they strengthen our resolve to adapt our 
parish network to current reality as quickly as possible. 

We pursue the medium-term objective of offering more stability to pastoral 
personnel and parishes in order to promote the emergence of innovative and 
structuring projects for the future of our Church. However, the next two years of 
setting up pastoral sectors will require movement of staff members, before the 
situation stabilizes for subsequent years. I know that I am aware, everything like 
the members of the diocesan team, whom your circles have known many changes 
in recent years, particularly at the level of places of worship and pastors who have 
ministered in your communities. I am particularly proud of the perseverance and 
audacity you have shown in these  successive adaptations that you had to live; all 
this testifies to your faith and your charity. However, we will have to make an 
extra effort. 



Although this requires  sacrifices on the part of confreres and parishioners who 
will be affected by the displacement of priests, I am announcing to you today that 
Father Gilles Baril will leave your environment in order to go to serve in the 
Collines sector (Richmond, Danville, Val-des--Sources, Wotton et St-Georges-de-
Windsor), his native region. Despite this departure, the pastoral sector that you 
will soon be already rich in the presence of experienced lay pastoral workers, who 
will be called in the months to come, to form a new sector team.  

Thereby, Mr. M. Yvan Demers will be appointed, without prejudice to his other 
functions, parish animator of the parishes of Bienheureuse-Marie-Léonie-Paradis 
and Sainte-Marguerite-Bourgeoys, as well as coordinator of the sector team in 
which he will collaborate with Mr. Jean François Hamel, Mrs. Andréanne Lavoie, 
Mr. Michel Clairoux and Fr. Justin Ndoole, parish administrator. This team will 
gradually be completed and supported by members of animation community 
teams and Sundays vicars. Although the diocesan team still has work to do in 
order to put everything in place, I thought it was important to quickly inform you 
of the progress of our procedures. 

I wish to give thanks to the Lord with you for the availability of confreres and lay 
pastoral workers, but also for the grace of the unity that he will be able to 
promote between us insofar as we want to consent to it. 

In Jesus. the Good Shepherd, Luke Cyr - Archbishop of Sherbrooke 

 


